AUSIGIZ0MA - V3
THE AUSTRALIAN,
FRIDAY, MARCH 10, 2023
theaustralian.com.au

6 THE NATION

on the world’s

extraordinary

Andrews shrugs Saveorpl

In The Australian next Frida

off ex-IBAC
chief’s criticism

RACHEL BAXENDALE
VICTORIAN POLITICAL
REPOKTER

Daniel Andrews has refused to
engage with criticism from the
recently departed former com-
missioner of Victoria's anti-cor-
ruption  watchdog,  dismissing
Robert Redlich as “a bloke who
used to do a job, who's written a

dirt on IBAC and data that is not
readily publicly ava ", via
i s Labor.

the integrity and oversight com-
mittee so it cannot be chaired and

integrity and oversight commit-
tee, Mr Andrews said member-

the party of govern-
ment, Mr Andrews said: “The ex-
head of that agency is not a

ship  of mmmmm was  member of pariiament,and i’ the
not that will

him, "Imnolhannka(lduhkl(h these matters Very simple.

abloke whousedtodoajob,who's “He'sgotaview. He'snotinthe

writtenaletter | haven't seen,” the
Premier said.
“labsolutely reject any sugges-

parfiament. He didn't stand for
election. He's not part of the gov-
emment, or part of a majority or a

letter Lhaven'tseen”, tion by him or anybody else that  member of the house.

Labor on Thursday shut down  the government does not behave “Other people are, and those
opposition attempts, backed by appropriately. The govemment decisions have already been
the Greens, to suspend scl does behave y. There  made. Youwant todetermine par-
business in parl; to debate member-

the former IBAC commissioner’s
allegations, which include ac-
cusing the Andrews government
of allowing “partisan politics” to
intrude into the workings of the
parliamentary committee that
oversees the watchdog.

The claims were made ina let-
ter published in Thursday’s Her-
ald Sun newspaper, which Mr
Redlich wrote shortly before his
term ended in December. The let-
ter was addressed to Speaker
Maree Edwards and Nazih Elas-
mar, whose term as Legislative
Council president ended at the
November 24 election.

Asked to respond to Mr Red-
lich's allegations that government
MPs directed independent audi-
tors Callida Consulting to “find

Mr Andrews said he had “not
seen” the letter, and was not
aware of whether it had been
brought to his office’s attention,
amid questions from Coalition
and Greens MPs about why the
presiding officers kept it secret.

“He didn't send the letter to
me. It was of such seriousness that
it wasnt sent to me, and now
you're asking me to take action on
something that wasn't even sent
tome,” hesaid.

Ms Edwards took on notice a
question time point of order from
state Opposition Leader John
Pesutto asking her to make the
letter available to all members of
the Legislative Assembly.

ed to respond to Mr Red-
lich'scallin the letter for reform of

ship? Well, then, get yourself
od.”

When Mr  Redlich  was
appointed IBAC commissioner in
2018, the Andrews government
described the man who had 30
years' experience as a barrister
before servi ing as a Supreme Court
udge for 15 years — including 11
years on the Court of Appeal - as
“one of Victoria's most eminent
and well-respected jurists™.

Mr Redlich’s replacement is
yet to be appointed. with former
deputy Stephen Farrow acting as
interim commissioner,

sked when an appointment
would be made, Mr Andrews said
the “process is under way ™, Asked
how long the search would last, he
said "aslongas it takes”.

Polling was all talk, no action

Captain Peter Hammarstedt monitors Chinese super-trawlers in the Southern Ocean
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Having won the whaling war, Sea
Shepherd is back in the Southem
Ocean, this time taking on krill
fishers and claiming to have evi-
dence of Chinese super-trawlers
endangering whales.

Placing the burgeoning krill

hounded

had seen krill vessels fishing
through large pods of whales, risk-
ing their entanglement.

“We've witnessed around 200
whales and two trawlers plough-
ing right through them,” said BBF

“The competition between
whales and krill operations is only
likely to increase with time. So we
see the fishery as a direct threat to
whales because of the entangle-
ments... hulal«):unmhmﬂhn-ul

destination

Available in most print editions
and on all digital platforms.

vessels and two cango ships that
took the krill back to home ports.
Once home, the campaigners
plan to highlight the use of krill in
some fish oil health

under° both sides in for the krill

SEA SHEPHERD, BOS BROWN FOUNDATION

using super-trawlers with con-
tinuous pumping systems. The
120m-long Shen Len - the firstofa
ﬂmws(»l(‘lunﬁeknllwup\‘nlrlvd
can har-

and in some farmed salmon feed

Antarctic Alistair
Allan. “They do that because
where there's whales there's krill

Ly a growing conflict
between the krill fishery and wild-
life, especially whales.”

Sea Shepherd's Peter Ham-
marstedt said it appeared that
some krill fishers were “deliberat-
ely steering for the spouts of the
whales™, placing them at risk of
net entanglement.

“There are cases of whale
entanglement - a couple of years
ago there were three cases of dead
humpback whales in these trawl
nets,” Mr Hammarstedt said.

because are
targeting llw |)nm;m food source
for baleen whales and for many
species of penguin and the Ant-
arctic furseal.”

When th

arrived

h apink hue. “It'sjust
an ahsurdm‘ that krill is almost lit-
erally being vacuumed out of the
mouths of chinstrap penguins in
order to make salmon pink,” Mr
1 said.

in the area on Sunday, their pres-
ence had an immediate impact
“Both of the two Chinese vessels
hauled net as soon as Sea Shep-
herd arrived on the scene and
started running out of the area,”
Mr Hammarstedt said

However, they had since
returned, and were fishing in the
area, near the South Orkn
Islands, along with five other krill

The main feed supply com-
pany for Australian salmon grow-
ers, BioMar, said it only used krill
meal that was a *by-product from
knill fished for human consump-
tion™. “All krill sourced for BioMar
is 100 per cent Marine Steward-
ship Coundil certified.” a spokes-
mansaid.

Norway and China are among
krill fishing nations increasingly

vest 100,000 tonnes of krill a vear,

An allowable krill catch is set
by the 26-nation Commission for
the Conservation of Antarctic
Marine Living Resources.

The knill industry did not re-
spond by deadline but has recently
argued the catch limit is extremely
conservative, while pointing to
data suggesting krill abundance in
the fishing area did not change
overall, and perhaps increased,
from 20000 2019.

However, scientists and con-
servationists are concerned the
catch limit fails to take into con-
sideration climate change impacts
and whale foraging needs.
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Continwed from Page 1 i of “setting expectations that industry firmly on notice, the
Smoke and mwrgrs their needs will be acted on or group that famously
community survey of metropoli- via image and spin they'll be responded to in some whalers has sent an Australian-
tan and regional Victoria sched- way” following the focus funded ship to waters off the Ant-
uled for March. groups. The bushfire-affected arctic Peninsula to track and film
“I am proposing Wangaratta locals may even see the focus krill fishers.
for the regional area. (redacted) groups as “engagement rather Speaking from the vessel, the
happy to gowith your recommen- - than research™. Allankay, campaigners from Sea
dation however lam seeking your . Wangaratta, the manager Shepherd and Bob Brown Foun-
advice - particularly on whether proposed, might be the perfect dation told The Australian they
we should screen out individuals compromise. Close enough, but
that wereimpacted ina major way not too close, to the bushfires.
eg lost significant property or  DAMON JOHNSTON Still, they might have to “screen
CFA volunteers (not sure what  COMMENT out" individuals who lost houses
the mood is there)? orwere CFA volunteers. As the
“My concem over going into I|| aparticularly strong field, an  manager admitted, you can't be
the more impacted arcas is that senior managerinthe  “sure what the mood is there”.
we may be setting expectations. Depactment of Premic and This email talks to the EXCLUSIVE
with participants that their needs  Cabinet has won the QDOS fundamental problem with the
will be acted on or they will be  expediency stakes. Andrews government. That MAX MADDISON
responded to in some way The manager securedvictory  beingt'san administration that DAVID TANNER
following the groups — it may be  witha singh h time - and
seen as rather than ly honest that itwillbe  money - on image and spin P.lrmm.m.l has long held claim to
research, symbolisi rather iveri i
“Wangaratta residents  are  everything thatis so outrageous  services. Sure, when he had to ney. Mrw NSW Premier Dominic
likely to have friends and familyin ~ about the Andrews lead the state through the Perrottet and Labor leader Chris
the valley and there was a fire  government’s use of this unprecedented challenge of the Minns have turned it into the
nearby so they will still have in-  political strategy firm. Covid-19 pandemic, Daniel epicentre of the 2023 election
sight, hopefully without the trau- In the February 2020 email, Andrews did turn to dodon campaign.
ma that many went through” lhtnunagﬂ'vulwunmm But he als spin The
Msl responds in an dacted - asks QDOS  doctor. the I-..nk-rs movements  since
email at 10.05am: research director Sue The Premier’s deflections January |, tallying up the number
“Yes, her b when The Australian this week of press conferences, picture
“You never know howanyone  adilemma. The government revealed the extent of the opportunities and speeches each
group is going to respond but  wants QDOS to find out what political intelligence program has undertaken on the road to get
going to areas directly impacted  the people who live in run by QDOS don't stand up to a sense of the seats the Coalition
by the fires at this carly point to  northeastern Victoria think of scrutiny. It was his own and Labor are targeting.
get their general feelings about  it, but is worried that because government’s documents that It shows Mr Minns has out-
the government when so many  they've just enduvvd summer revealed what many Victorians paced the Premier in the aggre-
are still dealing with the after- ree years: wate, tallying up almost a quarter
math may be misconstrued as lhego\emmenl Io helplhem polhlcspla;dahand inthe more appearances over the 10-
consultation or, worse, be seen as The manager talksinterms  state’s pandemic response. week period. with both leaders
lacking sensitivity.” focusing most of their energy on
Later that day, the DPC man- the seat of P:
ager emails Ms Loukomitistosay  that daimed five lives and  level interest in finding out what retiring Liberal minister Geoff Lee

they had "sign off” and Wangar-

atta would be included in the
QDOS survey.

Mr Andrews over his 12-year

reign as Labor leader, both in
i d

destroyed hundreds of houses.
The March 2020 QDOS final sur-
vey questions and the results were
not included in almaost 200 pages
uf the previously redacted emails

PP an . has
regularly drawn on his Wangar-
atta upbringing, but the DPC-
QDOS documents don't reveal
whether he played any role in
having the city of almost 30.000
people included in the survey.

Summer bushfires saw emer-
gency wamings in nearby areas
and a relief centre established in
‘Wangaratta as much of the north-
east of Victoria battled bushfires

released to The

:\u\lmlnn
But documents do reveal the
DPC vden-

ham, Strathmore and (-h:mu) in

the metropolitan poll and Narre

Warren and Berwick in the city's
wih corrich

areas hit by the bushfires thought
of the government, “As discussed,
we have sign off .. with the re-
gional location to be confirmed
(looking north east claser to fire
impacted towns).” the email
states,

The emergence of the DPC-
QDOS email exchange about
Wangaratta follows a series of re-
ports in The Australian this week,
based on hundreds of emails and
released under Fol,

Before Wangaratta was float-
ed as the regional location, the
DPC manager emailed Ms Lou-
komitis indicating there was high-

revealing that the govemment’s
pandemic response  including
lockdown strategy was informed
by second QDOS polling.

ona 6.5 percent margin.
Mr Minns has visited the seat
cight times, and Mr Perrottet six.
While much of Mr Minns's
time has been on theattack in Lib-
eral seats, his five vi

pington - a notionally ALP-held
seat ona L5 per cent margin estab-
lished following a recent redistri-
bution - demonstrates concem
about the party’s ability to hold it.

identified by
Coalition strategists, with Mr Per-
rottet also a regular in the new
seat, visiting four times.
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*hkh
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* Lideral MP but nationally
ALP after redistribation

Mr Perrottet has ventured out
to Badgerys Creek - held by the
Libes mls on a usually safe 97 per
cent buffer - threetimes.

With Environment Minister

— Heathcote*

17%
*

Source: NSWEC

James Griffin facing a challenge
from teal independent Joeline

Parramatta

6.5% margin
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12.9% margin
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Balmain
10% margin
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threatened seats — Wakehurst,
Pittwater and North Syd:
been left to Treasurer

The Coalition goes into the
election with a notional minority
of 46 seats, including two held by
former Liberals who sit as inde-
pendents. Even assuming these
are won back, the government
must secure a net gain of at Jeast
one more seat to secure a majority.,

The majority of the Premier’s
media activity has been in
Coalition-held scats, with only
40 per cent on the offensive trying
towin new electoral assets.

Mr Minns, needing nine seats
toclaima majority and six to claim
minority , has spent

5.2% margin
ko

Kogarah
0.1% margin
* ok

has stopped by the northerm
beaches seat twice, as he has in the

Hackman in the y safe
seat of Manly, once held by former
premier Mike Baird, the Premier

hin Liberal-held elector-
alvsof Penrith and East Hills
Sandbagging the other teal-

58 per cent of this time on the
offensive,

This has included four visits to
the Liberal-held seats of River-
stoneand South Coast, heldon 6.2
per cent and 10.6 per cent margins,
respectively, Penrith, East Hills
and Strathfield, the seat of re-
(\-nll‘ elected Labor MP Jason
en L, have each had three
visits by the Labor leader.

The Greens' seat of Balmain —
vacated by retiring MP Jamie

Parker - has had two visits from
Mr Minns,
Sydney CBD - held by inde-

pendent Alex Greenwich - is con-
sidered neutral territory, with
neither party mustering a serious.
challenge.

Published in late February, the
most recent Newspoll suggested a
tightening of the race between the
parties, with popular support for
Labor plunging by four percent-
age points, halving its two-party-
preferred lead.



